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PREFACE. 


Oun  Prefaces  have  come  to  be  rather  retrospective  than  intro¬ 
ductory  ;  anil  there  is  a  certain  sameness  in  them  which  "we  religiously 
hope  will  be  preserved  for  years  too  numerous  to  mention.  In  the 
Prefaces  we  have  from  time  to  time  reported  progress  to  our  readers, 
declaring  what  degree  of  success  had  attended  the  Magazine  during 
the  previous  year,  and  also  what  designs  wo  entertained  for  the  future 
with  regard  to  it.  And  in  every  case  the  degree  of  success  has  been 
decided,  and  our  designs  (warranted  by  that  success)  directed  to  in¬ 
creased  improvements,  at  increased  outlay.  Hence  arises  that  “  certain 
sameness,”  which,  if  it  be  tiresome  to  the  reader,  is  charming  to  us. 
Editors  yet  unborn  will,  wo  hope,  take  up  the  tale,  and  preface  volumes 
unthought  of  at  present  with  remarks  like  the  following — in  effect. 

When  we  last  wrote,  the  country  had  just  emerged  from  one  of  the 
most  disastrous  and  distressing  periods  of  its  history.  The  winter  fatal 
to  so  many  thousands  of  families  had  just  passed  away,  not  without 
leaving  its  bitterness  behind.  One  miserable  topic  absorbed  all  thought; 
trade  was  stagnant ;  war  made  considenable  inroads  upon  our  resources; 
and  there  was  generally  very  little  disposition  to  be  amused,  or  to  pay 
for  mere  amusement.  Such  undertakings  as  this  Magazine  naturally 
go  to  the  wall  in  such  times,  and  we  rather  e.xpected  that  fate  than 
otherwise.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  we  had  to  announce  an  in¬ 
crease  of  two  thousand  readers  in  18d4-;5. 

The  volume  year  now  expiring  has  been  little  more  favourable  to 
the  fortunes  of  periodical  literature,  or  of  literature  at  all,  as  the 
reader  may  suppose.  Yet  the  result,  so  far  as  tliis  Magazine  is  con- 
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cerned,  is  still  more  encouraging.  Nearly  ten  thousand  readers  has 
\/  it  gained  during  the  year  1855-6.  Comment  on  this  fact,  as  our 
friend  the  editor  of  the  “  Chalkville  Vindicator”  remarks  almost 
every  week,  were  unnecessary.  But  the  fact  is  really  a  most  encouraging 
fact ;  and  should  the  Magazine  gain  patronage  at  this  rate  for  only  a 
very  few  years,  “  as  proud  as  a  dog  with  two  tails”  will  be  a  feeble 
saying  in  view  of  our  own  satisfaction. 

So  we  have  rendered  our  account ;  now  let  us  render  our  thanks 
to  the  many  subscribers,  who,  to  our  knowledge,  have  been  at  great 
pains  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  Magazine. 

For  the  next  volume  we  have  only  to  say  that  it  shall  certainly  be 
the  handsomest  and  best  of  the  whole  series.  The  engravings,  the 
articles,  and  the  paper  they  are  printed  on,  shall  all  bear  signs  of  the 
increased  prosperity  of  the  Englishwomak’s  Domestic  Magazine. 
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